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William Young’s book,The Shack has sold over one million copies since it wasliphbd in May
2007. It has maintained its status as the No.peiack trade fiction seller on the New York Times
best sellers list since June 2008. There are rsithat it is being considered for a movie. Manggie
are claiming thaThe Shackhas changed their lives and understanding of Gtel.many respected
theologians and pastors are deeply concernedAlBert Mohler, President of Southern Baptist
Seminary says, “This book includes undiluted hetfe&ven Mark Driscoll, the sometimes
controversial pastor of Mars Hill Church in Seati#g/s, “Regarding the Trinity, it's actually heoati”

ThoughThe Shackis fiction, it is clearly designed to impact howetreader thinks about God, scripture,
the church, and salvation. It is not a book thas written to only share a story. It was written t
communicate a theology through the dialogue ofhisracters. Due to the popularity, influence, and
controversy that this book has generated, | haee&ldéd to write this review. The following are soofe
the concerns | have about the book.

The Shack Teaches A Faulty View Of God. The Bible warns us to not to misrepresent God. The
second commandment reads, "You shall not makedorsglf an idol, or any likeness of what is in
heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the watker the eartfExodus 20:4). | am afraid that
Young has violated this commandment by represei@iog very differently than He presents Himself in
the Bible.

God the Father is presented as a large African-Asaiewoman named Papa who likes to cook and
listen to “funk” music (90-91). Jesus is represdms a clumsy middle-aged Jewish man who drops a
large bowl of batter on the floor and splatters&aphe Holy Spirit is presented as a diminutive
translucent Asian woman named SarayuTheShackGod is treated as a common peer. The main
character, Mack, uses foul language in the presehGed (140, 224), expresses anger at God (92, 96)
and even makes God cry.

Tragically, The Shacktrivializes God. The way Mack relates to Godas thhe way people respond
to the presence of God in both the Old and Newahesht.

Exodus 3:5-6 Then He said, "Do not come near here; remove sandals from your feet, for

the place on which you are standing is holy groufiéie said also, "I am the God of your father,
the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the Gddab." Then Moses hid his face, for he
was afraid to look at God.

Exodus 20:18-20 All the people perceived the thunder and the hgtg flashes and the sound of
the trumpet and the mountain smoking; and whempé&ople sawit, they trembled and stood at a
distance!® Then they said to Moses, "Speak to us yourselfvemakill listen; but let not God
speak to us, or we will die?® Moses said to the people, "Do not be afraid; fod Gas come in
order to test you, and in order that the fear ahifiay remain with you, so that you may not
sin."

Exodus 33:18-20 Then Moses said, "I pray You, show me Your glofy!And He said, "I
Myself will make all My goodness pass before yaug ®vill proclaim the name of the LORD
before you; and | will be gracious to whom | wi# gracious, and will show compassion on



whom | will show compassion® But He said, "You cannot see My face, for no mam see
Me and live!"

Hebrews 12:28-29 Therefore, since we receive a kingdom which catweathaken, let us show
gratitude, by which we may offer to God an accelptabrvice withr everence andawe; *° for
our God is a consuming fire.

Revelation 1:17a When | [John] saw Him, | fell at His feet like aatd man. . .

On page 88 the author quotes Jaques ENd, matter what God’s power may be, the first aspdc
God is never that of absolute Master, the Almightys that of the God who puts Himself on our hum
level and limits Himself.”

Yet the Bible calls God the Almighty fifty-six tinse

On page 99 Sarayu (the Holy Spirit) tells MaBkie have limited ourselves out of respect for yuve
are not bringing to mind, as it were, our knowledgeour children. As we are listening to yousias
if this is the first time we have known about thand we take great delight in seeing them throumlr y
eyes.”

Yet the Bible teaches that God is constantly awél that is going on in our lives including our
thoughts (Psalm 139). Nothing is hidden from Highs(Hebrews 4:13).

The Shacllsoteaches an unbiblical view of the relationshiph& Trinity. In the book all three
members of the godhead took on humanity and huimatations. They suffered on the cross together.

On pages 95-96Mack noticed the scars on her [Papa’s] wrists,dikhose he now assumed Jesus
also had on his”

“Don’t ever think that what my son chose to do didost us dearly. Love always leaves a
significant mark,” she stated softly and gentlywé were there together.96

“When we three spoke ourselves into human existastiee Son of God, we became fully human.
We also chose to embrace all the limitations thet éntailed. Even though we have always been
present in this created universe, we now becarsh #ad blood.” 99

The Bible nowhere teaches that God the Father antiti Holy Spirit took on human existence
much less died on the cross with Jesus.

The Shackeaches that there is no hierarchy in the TrirliB1¢123). Yet the Bible clearly teaches
otherwise.

1 Corinthians 11:3 But | want you to understand that Christ is thadchef every man, and the man
is the head of a woman, and God is the head o6Chri

1 Corinthians 15:27-28 For He has put all things in subjection under fdet. But when He says,
"All things are put in subjection," it is evidefiat He is excepted who put all things in subject@n
Him. ?® And when all things are subjected to Him, thenSba Himself also will be subjected to the
One who subjected all things to Him, that God meayalb in all.

The Shacklenies that God judges and punishes sin.
“I don’t need to punish people for sin. Sin isaisn punishment, devouring from the inside. 166 n
my purpose to punish it; it's my joy to cure it120
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Yet the Bible clearly teaches otherwise.

2 Thessalonians 1:6-9 For after all it isonly just for God to repay with affliction those who
afflict you, " andto giverelief to you who are afflicted and to us as wetiem the Lord Jesus
will be revealed from heaven with His mighty angel§laming fire,® dealing out retribution
to those who do not know God and to those who d@bey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.
These will pay the penalty of eternal destructmmay from the presence of the Lord and
from the glory of His power,

Revelation 20:12 And | saw the dead, the great and the small, stgrizefore the throne,

and books were opened; and another book was opeheth isthe bookof life; and the

dead were judged from the things which were writtetihe books, according to their deeds.
13 And the sea gave up the dead which were in it,death and Hades gave up the dead
which were in them; and they were judged, everyafritiemaccording to their deed¥.

Then death and Hades were thrown into the lakeefThis is the second death, the lake of
fire. > And if anyone's name was not found written intibek of life, he was thrown into

the lake of fire.

The Shackhallenges the very essence of God. It sounds fik@ Eastern Mysticism and New Age
spirituality than the Bible.

The Jesus figure says of the Holy Spir&h€ is Creativity; She is Action; She is Breattohgife.”
110

The Shackleclares that God is a verb, not a noun. 194, 20

Yet the Bible presents God as a person (noun)mat#aon (verb). The God of the Bible is not
just a force. He demonstrates intellect (Isaidlt120), emotions (Jeremiah 32:41; Zechariah
8:17), and will (John 6:38-40).

The Shack Presents a Negative View Of the Church and Contemporary Christianity. In an

interview with World Magazine (June 28/July5, 2008; 49-50) the author, referring to the church,
says it,“"doesn’t work for those of us who are hurt and tha$ us who are damaged . . . If God is a
loving God and there’s grace in this world and @edn’t work for those of us who didn’t get dealt a
very good hand in the deck, then why are we ddirg®t Young is no longer a church member, nor are
his two publishing partners. They are a part ofavement that rejects the institutional church.
Young's hostility to the church shows up throughiingt book. It comes out in both the narrative and
dialogue.

In one place the Jesus character sdydon't create institutions; that's an occupatidor those who
want to play God. So no, I’'m not too big on redigi’ 179

Yet in the Bible Jesus says, ". .. | will buildyMhurch; and the gates of Hades will not
overpower it.” M atthew 16:18

Hebrews 10:24-25 and let us consider how to stimulate one anothéve and good deeds,
not forsaking our own assembling togetheas is the habit of some, but encouraging
another and all the more as you see the day drawing near.

(Cf Matthew 18:17; Ephesians 3:10; 5:25-27; 1dtimy 3:15)

The Shack Both Downplays Bible Study And Emphasizes Personal Experience as Revelation
From God. Bible study and seminary training are ridiculed.
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“In seminary he had been taught that God had coteptestopped any overt communication with
moderns, preferring to have them only listen aldfosacred Scripture, properly interpreted, of
course. God’s voice had been reduced to papereaed that paper had to be moderated and
deciphered by the proper authorities and intellects Nobody wanted God in a box, just in a book”
65-66

“None of his old seminary training was helping hetleast.”91

“Images of family devotions from his childhood caspéling into his mind, not exactly good
memories . . . He half expected Jesus to pull dutge old King James Bible.107

By contrast,The Shaclencourages people to interpret their subjectiyEre&nces as God’'s way of
communicating to them.

Sarayu, (the Holy Spirit) say¥ou will learn to hear my thoughts in yours195

“You might see me in a piece of art, or music, ilemge, or through people, or in Creation, or in
your joy and sorrow. My ability to communicatdimsitless, living and transforming, and it will
always be tuned to Papa’s goodness and |oVi98

Yet Jesus, the prophets, and the apostles emptabz@nportance of Bible study and the final
authority of the Scriptures in our lives. Below @ust a very few of the many references that
encourage us to go to the Scriptures.

John 5:39 "You search the Scriptures because you thinkithditem you have eternal life; it is
these that testify about Me

Acts17:11 Now these were more noble-minded than those is§dienica, for they received the
word with great eagerness, examining the Scriptuiadly to seewhether these things were so.

2 Timothy 2:15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God asorkman who does not
need to be ashamed, accurately handling the watrditdf

2 Timothy 3:16-17 All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable teaching, for reproof, for
correction, for training in righteousneséso that the man of God may be adequate, equimped f
every good work.

1 Peter 2.2 ... like newborn babies, long for the pure naifkhe word, so that by it you may
grow in respect to salvation

CfPsalm 1; 19; 119 etc
The Shack Down Plays Knowledge And Elevates Theological Uncertainty.
“l have a great fondness for uncertainty [said Sarf 203
Yet the Bible teaches that God wants us to knothtmot uncertainty. Jesus said,
John 8:32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will keayou free."
By contrast fools are said to hate knowledge.

Proverbs 1:28-29 "Then they will call on me, but | will not answdrhey will seek me
diligently but they will not find me?° Because they hated knowledge And did not choase th
fear of the LORD.



The Shack I's Opposed To Authority And Hierarchical Relationships.

“It's one reason why experiencing true relationsig so difficult for you,” Jesus added. Once you
have a hierarchy you need rules to protect and adstar it, and then you need law and the
enforcement of rules, and you end up with somedfirethain of command or system of order that
destroys relationship rather than promotes it122-123

Sarayu continued, “ . . . Authority, as you usuafiynk of it, is merely the excuse the strong ose t
make others conform to what they wanf.23

Yet the Bible clearly teaches that God has estaddihierarchical roles in government,
marriage, family and His church. Cf Romans 13;dSmmns 5:22-6:9; Hebrews 13:17; 1 Peter
2:11-3:7; 555

The Shack Has A Wrong View Of Evil

The Shackresents a common, but unbiblical, philosophicawof evil. Sarayu, the Asian woman
who represents the Holy Spirit says, “. . . evaig/ord we use to describe the absence of Godd, jus
as we us the word darkness to describe the abséhaght or death to describe the absence of Life.
Both evil and darkness can only be understoodlatioa to Light and Good; they do not have any
actual existence.” 136

Yet the Bible does not see evil as simply the atsseh Good. The Bible sees evil and sin as an
active rebellious force at work in us and in theldio The Bible sees evil in the human heart and
personalized in Satan and the demons.

Romans 7:19-21 For the good that | want, | do not do, but | piccthe very evil that | do

not want.?° But if | am doing the very thing | do not wantr no longer the one doing it,
but sin which dwells in mél find then the principle that evil is present i nthe one who
wants to do good. cf 7:11

Ephesians 6:11-13 Put on the full armor of God, so that you willddgle to stand firm
against the schemes of the delilFor our struggle is not against flesh and bload against
the rulers, against the powers, against the worices of this darkness, against the spiritual
forcesof wickedness in the heaverplaces ** Therefore, take up the full armor of God, so
that you will be able to resist in the evil dayddraving done everything, to stand firm.

The Shack Wrongly Teaches That God Does Not Confront UsWith Our Sins 223

Papa (God) tells Mack, “Son, this is not about shgmyou. | don’t do humiliation, or guilt, or
condemnation. They don’t produce one speck of suteds or righteousness . . .” 223

Yet the Bible says, "And He [the Holy Spirit], whele comes, will convict the world
concerning sin and righteousness and judgndahin 16:8

The Shack Confuses Salvation
In The ShacKesus indicates that a person doesn’t have tddbeistian to be saved.
“Who said anything about being a Christian? I'mtra Christian [said Jesus]” 182

“Those who love me come from every stream thatexiThey were Buddhists or Mormons,
Baptists, or Muslims, Democrats, Republicans andymeho don’t vote or are not part of any
Sunday morning or religious institution. . . . IM&ano desire to make them Christian . . .” 182
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Yet Jesus said to a group of false religious legder
John 8:44 "You are ofyour father the devil . . .”
Later he said;

John 14:6 Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the trutt,the life; no one comes to the
Father but through Me.”

This is confirmed in other places in the Bible.

Acts4:12 "And there is salvation in no one else; for thereo other name under heaven that has
been given among men by which we must be saved.”

CfJohn 3:36; 1 John 5:11-12

There is no question th@he Shaclks emotionally gripping. It has obviously impactedny people.
Some believe that it is a good tool for evangelisithey believe that it will cause the disillusiored
unchurched to come to salvation. But the quessipwhat God and what salvation is fiee Shack
attracting them to? As we have seen, it presefaslty view of God and a false gospel. It underesi
both the Scriptures and the Church. | am afraad ithwill confuse many and lead others astray.
Because of this | believe th@ihe Shacks spiritually dangerous. Jesus warned:

Matthew 7:15 "Beware of the false prophets, who come to yoshigep's clothing, but inwardly are
ravenous wolves.

The Apostles echoed His warning:

2 Corinthians 11:3-4, 13-15 But | am afraid that, as the serpent deceivedliMais craftiness, your
minds will be led astray from the simplicity andrippof devotiorto Christ.* For if one comes and
preachesnother Jesusvhom we have not preached, or you receidéfarent spirit which you

have not received, ordifferent gospelwhich you have not accepted, you bess beautifully. . .13
For such men are false apostles, deceitful workksguising themselves as apostles of Chifdtlo
wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as anl afdjght. *° Therefore it is not surprising if his
servants also disguise themselves as servangghtéoiusness, whose end will be according to their
deeds.

2 Peter 3:17 You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehandobeour guard so that you are not
carried away by the error of unprincipled men adtiffom your own steadfastness,



